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escape in the obscurity of the night, replied that he
desired to take back with him an Algonquin captive
in order to restore him to his allied brothers, as an
evidence of the peace which they wished to conclude.
They pretended a willingness to give up one; but
they finally replied that we should retire, and that,
this affair being important, they would confer upon
it among themselves during the night. Monsieur
the Governor had them told that they might treat of
it at their pleasure, but that he would not withdraw
until he had seen the course of their resolution.
While they were parleying, lo! seven Algonquin
canoes,—ignorant of the coming of [166] the enemy,
and filled with men, and game, and beavers,—ap-
peared aboveon the great river. The young Hiro-
quois warriors, having perceived them, with diffi-
culty restrained themselves,—their hands itched, as
one says; but the presence of our armed shallops
and of the bark —which, not having yet been able to
ascend, began to appear drawing toward us with its
sails unfurled —stopped them, and caused them to
retire into their fort with some talk of setting at
liberty, as soon as possible, an Algonquin captive.
The execution of their promises was awaited; a full
half-hour slipped by in profound silence; then sud-
denly was heard so horrible and frightful an uproar
and clashing of hatchets, a fall and wreck of so
many trees, that it seemed as if the whole forest
were being overthrown; and then we were more
than ever aware of their knavery. Monsieur the
Governor, wishing to put them completely in the
wrong before coming to hostilities, decided to spend
the night on the water with his bark and shallops,
in order to prevent their flight, and to sound them
yet once more on their opinions concerning peace.



